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Introduction 

 

 

The activit ies of the joint mission took place from 17.09.06 to 30.10.06. During this  

period a team of Italian and Kurdish archaeologists, epigraphists and conservators has 

worked on the preliminary phases of the “Paikuli Project”, aimed at the study, 

excavation and conservation of the commemorative tower built by the Sasanian King 

Narseh between 293 and 297 CE. This period of intense activity has seen a 

preliminary survey of the area and the site, the setting up of a permanent house for 

the mission in Darband-i Khan, the opening of two trenches on the site, the begin of 

the topographic study of both site and monument, the elaboration of a distinct 

strategy for the conservation of the monument as it stands today, and of the fallen 

block belonging to its outer casing, and the start of the epigraphic work needed to 

better understand the inscription and to enable the reconstruction of the same. 

While in the country, four Italian members of the team have also prepared and 

delivered a series of lectures at the College of Engineering of the University of 

Slemani aimed at illustrating different aspects relative to the Conservation of Cultural 

Heritage. Furthermore, through the good offices of Dr. Govand H. Sherwani, General 

Director of Scholars and Cultural Relations of the Ministry  of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research, a two month training program on the conservation of cultural 

heritage, to be staged by the Department of Archaeology of University of Howler, has 

been prepared. Finally, both the Kurdish and the Italian sides have agreed on the 

creation of a Kurdo-Italian Centre for the Conservation of Cultural Heritage and a 

proposal to this effect has been submitted to Abdullah Qaradaghi, General Director 

for Archaeology of the ministry for Tourism and Archaeology, who will then submit 

it to the Minister and to the  Counsel of Minister for the necessary authorisations.      
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Archaeology 

Dr. Barbara Faticoni 

 

 

Activities  

 

The excavation activities on the site of Paikuli have taken place from 27th September 

to 27th October 2006.  Ten workers, selected by the staff of the Slemani Museum, 

have been employed for the excavation over a period of three weeks. The first five 

days focused on the topographic work and the study of the surface features of the site. 

This meant the study of the grid layout, selection of the areas where to open two trial 

trenches and preparing a preliminary evaluation of the number of the stone blocks 

still found on the site and in the surrounding area, namely the hill where the 

monument lays.  

The works on the surface started with the removal of the many heap of stones found 

around the monument (SSUU 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 19, 21, 23, 25). Probably these are the 

result of relatively recent activit ies on the site (by military forces, shepherds, old 

archaeological works and looters). At the same time two trenches have been opened 

in the south-eastern corner of the tower, to check the stratigraphy around the 

monument and its lower levels. 

The following is a plan of the stratigraphic units identif ied on the site: 
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TT1 

 

The trench extends for 15m from the south-eastern corner of the tower in an eastern 

direction, with a width of 2,5m. It has been opened on 2nd and closed on 7th October 

2006, directly employing four workers. After a first cleaning of the surface, four units 

have been detected. One of them, SU29, has been identif ied as an original part of  the 

inner core of the monument, which after the fall/removal of the outer curtain 

collapsed to the ground from the structure. Of the remaining three ones, SU28 is a 

layer of natural soil, while SU26 and SU27 are accumulation layers covering other 

strata, which were found underneath them. More specifically SU26 covers SU30, the 

layer upon which the collapse (SU29) lays. SU30 is a compact layer of reddish earth 

containing a large quantity of small pebbles, probably the living surface once that the 

monument had been abandoned. SU27 covers, instead, another accumulation level 

characterized by an irregular surface (SU36), and the hill’s natural soil (SU35 = 

SU28). Once removed SU30, a f lat layer of depurated reddish earth (SU37) came to 

light, presumably the contemporary living surface around the tower. This hypothesis 

will be verif ied in the next campaign, after the removal of the two collapses (SU19 

and SU34) that cover the western part of the trench. The western part of the trench 

has in fact not been excavated, but only cleaned and studied, revealing the presence 

of at least two other strata (SU43 and SU44) under the two isolated collapses. We 

plan to open, study and document this area in the next season.  
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TT2 

 

The trench extends for 10m from the south-eastern corner of the tower on a North-

South axis, with a width of 2,5m. It has been opened on 8th and closed on 15th 

October 2006. After a first cleaning of the surface a large accumulation layer (SU16), 

that occupied almost the whole length of the southern face of the monument, has been 

removed. The semicircular shape of this deposit and above all the mater ials collected 

inside the layer, namely automatic weapon bullets, led to suppose a recent military 

origin of this unit. SU16 directly covered both the demolition layer SU34 and the 

lower part of the structure of the tower (SU31). SU31 was also covered by a layer of 

stones (SU41) right at its bottom end. In the southern part of the trench SU16 covered 

an earth layer (SU40), probably made to level the large terrace, still not investigated,  

that occupies the whole southern part of the site. This terrace is closed on both its 

sides by a double row or stone blocks (SU6 on the eastern one and SU14 on the 

western one), and by a single row (SU10) on the southern side. The blocks employed 

to build these rows are a part of those that once built the outer surface of the 

monument. The removal of SU40 and SU41 has led to the detection of the underlying 

natural soil (SU42). In the northern part of the trench this soil has been deliberately 

cut for a depth of ca. 20cm to check the exact relationship with the monument. The 

result is that in the south-eastern corner the monument appears built directly on the 

natural soil. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 7

 
 

 

 
 



 8

 

 

Conclusions 

 

The two trenches were planned in order to check the stratigraphy around the tower 

and the lower levels of it. The stratigraphic context at the moment appears limited to 

a few centimetres of deposits of artificial origin. The situation doesn’t change also on 

the southern terrace, apparently made by a thin layer of imported ground.  

Surprisingly enough, the investigation on the south-eastern corner of the tower has 

led to discover that the tower lays directly on the natural soil of the hill, nullifying the 

hypothesis of the presence of foundations under the structure of the tower. 

For the next year it is planned to open an extensive excavation all around the 

monument to verify if the tower is really provided with no foundations at all, and if 

the hilltop has been levelled to make a f lat area upon which the tower has been built. 

The work will begin from the north-western corner, where one block, possibly two, 

were discovered still in situ. The excavation will cover all the area around the 

monument, involving also the exploration of the two cunicula (SU32 and SU38) 

opened by looters on the eastern and northern side of the monument. Another issue 

will be the study of the sequence of the collapses of the monument on its eastern side, 

aimed at the possible detection of a level of living surface associated to the tower. A 

further issue to be investigated through the excavation concerns the understanding of 

the chronological context of the southern terrace and its relationship with the 

monument.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9

Attachments 
 

Attachment 1 provides a list and description of the 105 stone blocks (98 inscribed, 7 

decorated) originally held in the storeroom of the Slemani Museum. 

Attachment 2 provides a list of a further 81 stone blocks and fragments found on the 

site and recorded. 

Attachment 3 provides a list of the other materials and the ceramics found on the site.  

All the items in attachments 1, 2 and 3 have been given to the Slemani Museum for 

proper storage.  
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Attachment 1 

 

BLOCK LANG. H. W. D. CHARACTERS (large/average) LIN EE 
1 Mp 47 58  large 4,6  average 3,4 6 
2 Prth 48 82  large 5,7  average 3 6 
3 Prth 40 70  large 5     average 3,2 5 
4 Mp 47 56  large 4,3  average 2,2 4 
5 Prth (?) 45 28  large 3 (?) il legibile 
6 Mp 45 67   5,2 (L)   2,3 (Š) 6 
7 Mp 45 55   8,8 (L)    4,7 (aleph) 4 
8 Prth 47 65  4 (M) 6 
9 Mp 47 57  4,4 (T)  3 (aleph) 6 

10 Mp 47 54  5,5 (L)  2 (aleph) 4 
11 Prth 30 52  3 (?) 2 
12 Prth 45 67  7 (L)  3 (aleph/Š) 5 

          
G1 Mp 20 25  6 (L)  2 (aleph) 2 

13 Prth 48 52  7 (L)  3 (H) 6 
14 il legibile 48 67  / / / il legibile 
15 Prth 45 63  2,2 (aleph) 3 
16 Prth 47 58  3,5 (H)  3 (aleph) 6 
17 Mp 50 67  7,5 (L)  2,6 (aleph) 6 
18 Mp 48 55  4,6 (L)  2 (aleph) 5 
19 Mp 48 55  6,3 (L)  2,8 (aleph) 5 
20 Prth 52 62  6,9 (L)  3,2 (aleph) 6 
21 Prth 48 56  6,7 (L)  4,2 (S)  
22 Prth 50 65  7,4 (L)  3,2 (aleph) 5 
23 Mp 48 65  7,8 (L)  3 (aleph) 5 
24 Mp 50 74  9 (L)  3,8 (aleph) 5 
25 Prth 50 68  8,3 (L)  3,4 (S) 6 
26 Mp 50 62  7,3 (L)  3,9(Y) 5 
27 Prth 51 70  7,8 (L)  3,4 (aleph) 5 
28 Mp 49 58  3 (M)  2,9 (aleph)  
29 Mp 50 57  5,3(T)  3,7(aleph) 4 
30 Prth 49 62  4,3 (M) 6 
31 Mp 48 70  5,2 (T)  3,6 (Y) 5 
32 Prth 48 59  8 (L)  2,9 (aleph) 6 
33 Mp 47 64  5,7 (L)  2,9 (W) 5 
34 Prth 46 59  6,4 (L)  4 (M) 6 
35 Mp 46 60  6,2 (L?) 2 
36 Prth 50 56  3,5 (aleph) 2 
37 Prth 49 53  4 (R ) 3 
38 Mp (?) 49 60  4 (T?) 2 
39 Prth 49 68  4,5 (M)  3,9 (R ) 5 
40 Prth 46 60  5,1 (K)  3,6 (Y) 3 
41 Prth 47 56  5 (S)  2,9 (Y) 6 
42 Prth 50 66  5,4 (L)  3,7 (aleph) 6 
43 Prth 47 63  7,1 (L)  2,9 (aleph) 5 
44 Mp 48 69  4,8 (L)  2,4 (aleph) 5 
45 Mp 50 65  9 (L)  3,6 (aleph) 4 
46 Mp Semicolumn to left  5,3 (L)  2,6 (aleph) 4 
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47 Mp Semicolumn to left  8,2 (L)  3,4 (aleph) 5 
48 Mp 48 58  8,2 (L)  2,5 (aleph) 5 
49 Mp 47 45  2,5 (T) 4 
50 Prth 50 63  2,9 (aleph) 6 
51 Mp 47 63  2,6 (M)  1,5 (aleph) 5 
52 Mp 50 62  8,3 (L)  3 (aleph) 5 

53 
Merlon 
base 50 56    

54 Prth 48 66  4,3 (M)  3,4 (aleph)  
55 Mp (?) 47 68  6,4 (L?) il legibile 
56 Prth 48 63  4 (M) 5 
57 crown Circumference 37    
58 Mp   50 74  4,2 (K)  2,4 (aleph) 4 
59 Prth 49 55  3,8 (aleph) 4 
60 Mp 46 70  5,3 (M) 3 
61 Mp 46 57  6,4 (L)  2,4 (aleph) 6 
62 Mp 50 64  5,4 (K)  3,2 (aleph) 2 
63 Mp 49 61  8,8 (L)  4,3 (aleph) 5 
64 Prth 48 57  6,6 (L)  3,6 (D) 6 
65 Prth (?) 51 69  4 (M?) 3 
66 Mp 49 70  7,8 (L)  2,5 (aleph) 6 
67 Mp 44 59  5,4 (L)  2,2 (aleph) 6 
68 Mp 48 73  5,9 (L)  2,2 (aleph) 5 
69 Mp 49 59  5,5 (L)  2,3 (Y) 5 
70 Prth 49 63  6,8 (L)  4,6 (K)  3 (aleph)   6 
71 Mp 49 63  6,5 (L)  2 (aleph) 5 
72 Prth 47 57  7,8 (L)  3,1 (aleph) 6 
73 Prth 47 63  4,1 (S)  3,8 (D) 6 
74  45 58    
75 Mp 47 48  8,4 (L)  2,6 (aleph) 5 
76 Mp  50 64  4,2 (T) 4 
77  50 52    
78 Mp 48 57  4,2 (W)  3,8 (M)  2,5 (Š) 4 
79 Mp 47 60  5,6 (L)  2 (aleph) 4 
80 Mp 48 80  8,7 (L)  2,9 (D?) 2 
81 Mp 42 69  7,9 (L)  3,5 (aleph) 5 
82 Prth 50 56  8,8 (L)  3,6 (aleph) 5 
83 Mp 47 48  3,8 (P) 2 

84 
Merlon 
base 47 51    

85 Mp  49 54  10,4 (L)  4,5 (aleph) 5 
86 Prth 47 62  4 (T)  3,6 (aleph) 3 
87 Merlon 49 55    
88 Prth 50 41  6,8 (L)  2,8 (W) 6 
89 Prth 48 52  5 (B)  3 (aleph) 6 
90 Mp ? 50 50  9 (L)  3,2 (Y) 4 
91 Mp 39 51  7,1 (L)  2,3 (aleph) 4 
92 Mp 47 51  4,1 (N)  3,6 (M)  2 (aleph) 3 
93 Mp 45 45  9,2 (L)  3 (Y) 4 
94 Mp 43 36  3,7 (K)  3,5 (T)  2,2 (W) 4 
95 Mp 49 47  3,5 (N)  2,6 (aleph) 5 
96  47 56   1 
97 Mp  47 54  8,3 (L)  3 (aleph) 6 
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98  50 60    
99 Mp 47 55  3,3 (W)  3,1 (M)  2,1 (aleph) 3 

100 Mp  48 48  4,6 (T)  4,4 (S)  4,3 (W) 5 
101 Prth 48 58  5,1 (B)  2,7 (aleph) 6 
102 Semicol. 52     
103 Merlon 49 68    
104 Merlon 47 58    
105 Merlon 50 41    
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Attachment 2 

Blocks and Fragments Inventory 
 
 

Number  Heigth Width  Thickness Square SU Description 

PPM101 130mm 94mm 54mm   MP  inscr. frag. 

PPM102 164mm 56mm 35mm   MP inscr. frag. 

PPM103 262mm 250mm 94mm  01 P inscr. frag. 

PPM104 130mm 64mm 28mm   MP  inscr. frag. 

PPM105 140mm 84mm 42mm   MP inscr. frag. 

PPM 106  213mm 153mm 87mm   MP inscr. frag. 

PPM 107 118mm 67mm 27mm   P ? inscr. frag. 

PPM108 514mm 434mm 261mm  24 P inscr. block 

PPM109 567mm 442mm 463mm  24 P inscr. block 

PPM110 400mm 380mm 180mm   merlon 

PPM111 470mm 650mm 390mm   block 

PPM112 470mm 260mm 300mm   block 

PPM113 320mm 700mm 240mm   block 

PPM114 780mm 500mm 300mm   block 

PPM115 475mm 340mm 240mm   block 

PPM 116 240mm 480mm 240mm   merlon 

PPM 117 450mm 400mm 190mm   loophole 

PPM 118 400mm 400mm 160mm   merlon 

PPM 119 480mm 310mm 450mm   Semicolumn 

PPM 120 400mm 360mm 200mm   loophole 
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PPM 121 290mm 230mm 250mm   loophole 
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PPM 122 400mm 370mm 350mm   merlon 

PPM 123 390mm 640mm 350mm   merlon 

PPM 124 320mm 460mm 250mm   loophole 

PPM 125 460mm 340mm 270mm   loophole 

PPM 126 460mm 620mm 370mm   Ang. column 

PPM 127 450mm 700mm 430mm   Ang. column  

PPM 128 400mm 570mm 290mm   merlon 

PPM 129 410mm 220mm 160mm   loophole 

PPM 130 380mm 470mm 260mm   merlon 

PPM 131 490mm 580mm 220mm   block 

PPM 132 490mm 550mm 270mm   block 

PPM 133 470mm 700mm 400mm   block 

PPM 134 350mm 300mm 160mm   loophole 

PPM 135 280mm 200mm 110mm   loophole 

PPM 136 520mm 430mm 300mm   loophole 

PPM 137 510mm 610mm 250mm   merlon 

PPM 138 450mm 500mm 390mm   merlon 

PPM 139 390mm 540mm 390mm   capit/column  

PPM 140 460mm 500mm 750mm   semicolumn  

PPM 141 500mm 410mm 290mm   merlon 

PPM 142 440mm 520mm 350mm   merlon 

PPM 143 460mm 640mm 320mm   block 

PPM 144 490mm 350mm 270mm   merlon 
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PPM 145 290mm 410mm 320mm   MP inscr. block 

PPM 146 560mm 500mm 230mm   merlon 

PPM 147 450mm 660mm 240mm   P inscr. block 

PPM 148 490mm 420mm 270mm   merlon 

PPM 149 390mm 560mm 230mm   merlon 

PPM 150 330mm 410mm 230mm   merlon 

PPM 151 440mm 430mm 360mm   Column base 

PPM 152 460mm 340mm 350mm   loophole 

PPM 153 440mm 340mm 360mm   column 

PPM 154 220mm 350mm 240mm   loophole 

PPM 155 300mm 240mm 130mm   loophole 

PPM 156 420mm 540mm 240mm   merlon 

PPM 157 440mm 540mm 270mm   MP inscr. block 

PPM 158 240mm 300mm 190mm   loophole 

PPM 159 290mm 150mm 190mm   loophole 

PPM 160 340mm 260mm 300mm   loophole 

PPM 161 450mm 590mm 350mm   block 

PPM 162 440mm 430mm 480mm   inscr. block ? 

PPM 163 240mm? 220mm? 180mm?   inscr. frag.? 

PPM 164 490mm 430mm 300mm   loophole 

PPM 165 550mm 520mm 360mm   merlon 

PPM 166 470mm 460mm 350mm   loophole 

PPM 167 440mm 580mm 300mm   loophole 
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Attachment 3 

PPM 168 480mm 300mm 290mm   loophole 

PPM 169 540mm 580mm 330mm   merlon 

PPM 170 450mm 500mm 300mm   loophole 

PPM 171 490mm 340mm 340mm   loophole 

PPM 172 470mm 250mm 320mm   loophole 

PPM 173 520mm 220mm 270mm   loophole 

PPM 174 310mm 260mm 360mm   loophole 

PPM 175 490mm 360mm 310mm   loophole 

PPM 176 490mm 370mm 260mm   merlon 

PPM 177 500mm 580mm 360mm   merlon 

PPM 178 390mm? 590mm 700mm   semicolumn 

PPM 179 360mm? 580mm 670mm   semicolumn 

PPM 180 400mm? 360mm? 150mm?   merlon 

PPM 181 360mm 570mm 270mm   MP inscr. block 
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Objects Inventory 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N° Square SU Description Length Width  Thickness 

PPS.1  19 Stone fragment, decorated with 
parallel diagonal carved lines. 
Architectural fragment ? 
 

 
 

240 
mm 

140 
mm 

50 mm 
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Pottery Inventory 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SU Square N° Description 

16 TT2 1-4 “Body” frag. 
 

16 TT2 5 Body Frag. Decorated with a finger made band. 
 

Surface Site 1 “Body” frag. 
 

Surface Site 2 “Body” frag. with ridges design. 
 

Surface Site 3 Neck frag. with ridge. 

Surface Site 4 Lid frag.  

Surface Site 5 Lid frag. with star decorations 

Surface Site 6 Handle  


